THOMAS- DE QUINCEY
(1785-1859)

DE QUINCEY has been said to have " taken his place in our
literature as the author of about 150 magazine articles/* and,
though chiefly remembered by his Confessions of an Opium
Eater and by his wonderful experiments in " impassioned
prose," there can be no question that his critical work occupied
much of his attention, and was nearly always original. In
many respects his point of view was perverse, and towards
his contemporaries occasionally spiteful; while his tendency
to dwell upon disputed points was apt to obscure the general
impression.

It is interesting to compare his unmeasured condemnation
of Pope with Kingsley's eulogy : since both were, more or less,
directly inspired by the contrast of eighteenth century correct-
ness to the poetical gospel of the Lake Poets. From the two
articles we can obtain a fair and emphatic statement of " both
sides'of the case."
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